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SPECIAL EVENTS BUS SERVICE — FORRESTFIELD–OPTUS STADIUM 

Grievance 

MR S.J. PRICE (Forrestfield) [9.22 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport, and I thank her for taking 
it. This grievance is about the provision of a special events bus service from Forrestfield to Optus Stadium. As 
members know, Optus Stadium is magnificent. Of course, the opposition can take some credit for that. I admit that 
at the beginning I was one of those sceptics who thought that the stadium should stay in Subiaco, but I think it is 
an amazing stadium. One of the really good aspects of the stadium project was to encourage people going to the 
stadium to use public transport. That resulted in an improvement in the public transport systems feeding into 
Optus Stadium and a lack of car parking space being built at the stadium. 

The other part of the plan to encourage people to make their way to the stadium by public transport or by walking 
to the stadium was the Matagarup Bridge. Of course, when the stadium opened, the bridge was missing, which 
made it very difficult for people to walk there, even though they could take another route. Credit goes to the 
Minister for Transport and to this government for fixing the bridge debacle. The previous government had awarded 
the contract to someone to build the bridge and they subcontracted it to a Malaysian company. It was never going 
to happen. The minister and the government took the bold step of stripping the contract to build the bridge from 
that company and allocating it to Civmec, a very good local Western Australian company, and the bridge was 
eventually completed. 

Until the bridge was finished, as a way of dealing with access to Optus Stadium, a couple of special event bus 
services to help people to get to the stadium were planned. I cannot say that they were cancelled, because they did 
not start. The Perth Transport Authority website states that events at Optus Stadium are joint-ticketed, which means 
that the cost of public transport is included in the event ticket price and that bus services have been designed to 
supplement train services, with eight limited-stop routes operating along key corridors to Optus Stadium. That is 
a great idea to help people get there, but, unfortunately, one of the services that never started was the special events 
bus from Kalamunda to Optus Stadium, which left my electorate — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr R.S. Love) : Member for Kalgoorlie, could you keep the noise down please? 

Mr S.J. PRICE: That left my electorate of Forrestfield and the electorate of Kalamunda without a bus service to 
Optus Stadium. That area of the city has limited public transport routes and it is quite difficult for people to catch 
a bus into town or to Optus Stadium to watch sporting events. I will give members a couple of examples. The 
282 and 283 bus routes run from Kalamunda through Lesmurdie down through Wattle Grove to Elizabeth Quay 
busport. The last bus into town leaves Kalamunda at five o’clock, but the last bus back to Kalamunda leaves 
Elizabeth Quay at 7.45 in the evening. Friday night football games do not finish by that time. People cannot get 
from Optus Stadium to Elizabeth Quay to catch the bus to Kalamunda, so they cannot take the bus home. The 
295 and 299 routes go from Kalamunda into the city as well, but, once again, the last bus from town on a Sunday, 
for example, leaves at seven o’clock in the evening. Once again, if people watch Sunday afternoon football, they 
have to get from Optus Stadium into town to catch the bus home. 

We do not have a train station yet. Of course, the magnificent Forrestfield–Airport Link will change that in the 
future, but at the moment — 

Mr I.C. Blayney: Another Liberal project! 

Mr S.J. PRICE: It will be a great project when it is finished. When it comes into operation it will assist with 
general public transport access to the city and some of the issues associated with getting to Optus Stadium. 

I think my request is a fair and reasonable one—that is, for a service to commence at the very minimum from 
Forrestfield to Optus Stadium. However, the best possible service for the general public in the Forrestfield 
and Kalamunda areas and the best value for money for the Public Transport Authority would be a service 
commencing in Kalamunda, then travelling through the Forrestfield area, which includes Maida Vale, 
Forrestfield and Wattle Grove, and then heading directly to Optus Stadium. It should then return after the event, 
which would give people an opportunity to get home. My additional request is whether there is any possible 
way that it could do a loop extension through High Wycombe. That would be fabulous because it is a bit of an 
isolated area. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Only for Fremantle supporters! 

Mr S.J. PRICE: Those services would go a long way to help fill the stadium to its true capacity and get extra 
supporters there. I thank the minister for looking at this issue for me and my constituents. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.29 am]: I thank the member for Forrestfield 
for his grievance. The member for South Perth has suggested a novel idea: two types of bus systems; one for 
Fremantle Dockers supporters and one for West Coast Eagles supporters! I appreciate the member for 
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South Perth’s idea, but I could not possibly do that. As the member for Forrestfield outlined, Optus Stadium 
was built with the concept of being a public transport stadium. Parking is very limited; there is basically no 
parking available. The whole solution was based on the utilisation of public transport. In the first year, the rate 
of public transport use has been very successful. In line with forecasts, over 80 per cent of visitors to the stadium 
catch public transport. A number of options were established, including the train and bus systems. A number of 
special routes to the stadium were designed. As the member rightly pointed out, because of delays associated 
with the construction of the Matagarup Bridge, the full range of services could not be implemented from 
day one, including the Forrestfield bus link to the stadium. The bridge has since been built, but another 
complicating issue has been the extreme success of the bus service. The number of people catching buses is 
staggering. Originally, the bus station was built for 8 000 to 10 000 users and now it has over 18 000 users on 
game day. The bus service has been a huge success, particularly because it follows some key routes. For 
example, for a Dockers game, the Canning Highway route is spectacularly successful, as well as other key 
routes used by supporters on game day. The train system is running well and effectively, but the Optus Stadium 
bus station is operating at near capacity on game day. Some small changes will be made to that service. 

As a result of last year’s experience, I have asked for agencies to review all the services on game day and to put 
forward some proposals, which we will consider over the next two to three weeks. For example, we will consider 
the Forrestfield issue and the operation of bus route 661, as I highlighted in the media a couple of weeks ago, 
which stops on the East Perth side of Matagarup Bridge. We will consider whether route 661 needs to finish on 
the other side of the bridge. Community feedback is that they preferred it when the bus route finished at 
Optus Stadium. The agency is doing a lot of work to find out, for example, what we can operate to and from that 
bus station on game day, and what can be done on the East Perth side of the bridge with regard to not only bus 
movements, but also more opportunities for better drop-off and pick-up points, particularly for kids or other people 
going to the game. That issue has been raised with me, as has motorcycle parking—I cannot forget that issue. It is 
a trickier issue but we are trying to find more options for motorcycle parking as well. We are looking at all those 
issues, but I understand that the people of Forrestfield in particular have been talking to the member for Forrestfield 
about it a lot. He has raised with me a number of times the issue of having event-day access for his community. 
We are looking at a number of options and we are trying to do what we can to ensure that we get better connections 
for his electorate and people living in the hills of Kalamunda, and to see whether we can accommodate that bus 
service for his community. 
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